The Pastor Writes . . .

     Adversity: Guest or Intruder?
In the Chinese language, the word “crisis” is a compound word composed of two symbols: the first representing danger, and the second, opportunity. Believers have no problem seeing the danger in crisis or adversity, but seldom do Christians view it as an opportunity. Yet, from God’s perspective, adversity is a necessary part of the process in God’s refinement plan for each believer. Goliath posed a crisis for King Saul and the army of Israel. While Saul saw only the danger, David saw the challenge of Goliath as an opportunity. 

In the same fashion, every trial, adversity, crisis or tribulation should be viewed as God's opportunity to refine us into His masterpiece. This perspective sets us free from fear and anxiety and allows us to step into God’s place of peace and rest. There are numerous passages that encourage us to welcome such adversity. 

1 Thessalonians 3:3—so that no one would be disturbed by these afflictions; for you yourselves know that we have been destined for this. 
John 16:33—These things I have spoken to you, so that in Me you may have peace. In the world you have tribulation, but take courage; I have overcome the world.

Psalm 34:19—Many are the afflictions of the righteous, But the LORD delivers him out of them all. 

1 Peter 2:21—For you have been called for this purpose, since Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example for you to follow in His steps…
A beekeeper once told F. B. Meyer how young bees are nurtured to ensure their healthy development. The queen lays each egg in a six-sided cell which is filled with enough pollen and honey to feed upon until it reaches a certain stage of maturity. The top is then sealed with a capsule of wax. When the occupant has exhausted its supply of nourishment, the time has come for the tiny creature to be released from its confinement. But what a wrestling, tussling, and straining it endures to get through that wax seal. The opening is so narrow that in the agony of exit, the bee rubs off the membrane that encases its wings. Thus, when it finally does emerge, it is able to fly! The man telling F.B. Meyer the story said that on one occasion a moth got into the hive and devoured the wax capsules. As a result, the young bees crawled out without any effort or trouble, but they couldn’t fly. Soon the mature insects, seeing the pitiful, unproductive state of the new arrivals, instinctively proceeded to sting them to death. 

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1A parallel can be made between the vulnerability of these new arrivals who do not struggle and the believer who resists all adversity. Many Christians view hardship as a sign of God's displeasure with them. Others almost congratulate themselves on having an easy life with no hardships or difficulties to bear. Recently in my reading, I have been amazed at how the church fathers viewed adversity not only as something to be welcomed, but as a necessity. John of the Cross wrote, “…often souls do not advance because they are unwilling to face the ‘dark night’ that would lead to a closer walk with God.”

In his book, Seeking the Face of God, Gary Thomas wrote, “Willingness to bear the cross results in our spiritual growth, just as surely as a refusal to bear the cross keeps us from growing…Both St. Teresa of Avilia and John of the Cross…were comforted with the knowledge that throughout Scripture, those who followed Christ closely, Christ being the supreme example, suffered most severely.”

So take heart—the rigors of adversity are given in grace to enable us to reach new heights and new blessings and to set us free for fruitful service. When the next wave of adversity or tribulation swamps you, look up and see it as an opportunity rather than an intruder.  It will make a world of difference in your perspective.

Pastor Morgan

