“Digging for Spiritual Treasure”
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Spiritual growth is in direct proportion to 
our intake of, and obedience to, God's Word.
1 Peter 1:23
You have been born again [ = given new, spiritual life],

not by perishable seed but imperishable,

through the (lit., living) life-giving and abiding Word of God.

1 Peter 2:1-3
1. Therefore as you rid yourselves of every trace of ill-will, and every bit of deceit,

and of the various ways pretension is expressed, and of the many forms jealousy takes,

and of every sort of evil talk,

2. as new born babies hunger for their mothers' milk, so you must develop and maintain an intense hunger for pure spiritual milk, in order that by it you may grow spiritually.

3. And you should do this, since you've already (lit., tasted) experienced the Lord's kindness.

Ezra 7:9-10
9. On the first day of the first month Ezra left Babylon; and on the first day of the fifth month he arrived safe and sound in Jerusalem,

because the good hand of his God was upon him.

10. For Ezra had (lit., set his heart) resolved (1) to (lit., seek) study the Law of the Lord,

(2) and to (lit., do) obey it, (3) and to teach his statues and ordinances in Israel.

Mark 4:24
Consider carefully what you hear. For according to the proportion of study you give God's Word, a corresponding proportion of knowledge will be given you in return, but a generously multiplied amount of knowledge at that!

Proverbs 2:1-7
1. My child, if you will enthusiastically welcome my words, and if you will store up my commandments within (lit., you) your memory, 

2. so that you (lit., incline your ear) listen attentively to wisdom, and apply your (lit., heart) mind to understanding;

3. yes, if you cry out for insight, and if you lift up your voice for it,

4. if you search for it as silver, if you dig for it as buried treasure,

5. in that case [= only then] you will understand the reverence [= our duty] due the Lord,

and attain practical knowledge about God.

6. For the Lord graciously bestows wisdom, and from his (lit., mouth) Word come wisdom and understanding, 

7. and He stores up victory [ = the ability to live correctly] for the upright— victory as a shield for those living in integrity.

James 1:25
He who (lit., bends over and looks) carefully studies the perfect Law of liberty

and persists in doing so, not forgetting what he's heard but putting it into practice,

this person—and this person only!—will repeatedly be muchly blessed 

because of his obedience.

Psalm 119

25 - My soul cleaves to the dust, revive me according to your Word.

131 – I open my mouth wide and pant, because I yearn for your commandments.

147 – I rise before dawn to cry for help; I await the fulfillment of your Word.

148 – My eyes are awake before the night watches, in order to study your Word.

